My Soul Doth Magnify the Lord

Pavel Chesnokov (1877-1944)

Opus 40, No. 1

English setting by Vladimir Morosan
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COMPOSER’S NOTE: *) The tempo is J = 52. In measures where the choir sings without the soloist (“More honorable”) the tempo
should be accelerated slightly, returning to the initial tempo when the soloist enters. The third and final “More honorable” should be
sung at the metronome marking indicated. When accomplanying the soloist, the choir’s sound should not be held back too much: the
sound must be bright and free, yet not overwhelming or covering up the soloist. The character of performance should be bright,
joyous, and exalted, yet appropriately restrained. The soloist should sing brightly, broadly, joyfully, and freely throughout. —P. C.
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COMPOSER’S NOTES: *) If the soloist cannot sing the B lightly and easily (without tension), it is better to sing the two lower notes (F4 and E).

*%) If the soloist sings the note B, the sopranos should divide and the first sopranos should sing F# and E; if, however, the soloist sings F# and E, the

soprano do not divide, but all sing the half note B.

*#%)This “More honorable” should be sung freely, but taking care not to overpower or cover up the soloist. The overall character of the refrain is joyful,

majestic, and sonorous. P. C.
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