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THE WISE THIEF

(EXAPOSTEILARION FOR THE MATINS OF HOLY FRIDAY)

The singing of the Exaposteilarion The Wise Thief is one of the most solemn moments in the Matins of Great and Holy
Friday (the Service of the 12 Gospels). The Orthodox Typikon prescribes that it be sung three times, with “Glory to the Father
. . ." after the first time, and ‘‘Now and ever . . .” after the second time. In the last two centuries a tradition arose in the
Russian Church of singing at least one of the versions as a trio. {The singers should stand in the middle of the church in front of

the Crucifix.)
The present edition brings together two settings for trioand a setting for chorus. The two triogare

e compositions

biographical information is available concerning the third composer, Staritsky.

The identical keys of the three settings make it possible to perform them if\a 8 y
trio may be performed by male voices and Lisitsyn's -- by female voices. In Lisitsyn’s s& 3 arhic markings
are by the composer. The markings in Turenkov's and Staritsky’s settings are editorial.

Set in English and edited by
VLADIMIR MOROSAN
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ALEKSEI TURENKOV
(1886-1958)
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(1871-1918 [1919?] )
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4 STARITSKY
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