i seRTHODOR LITURG

OPEN TO ME THE DOORS OF REPENTANCE

This setting of Open to me the Doors of Repentance is an example of the humerous anonymous chant harmonizations
that became widespread in Russia after the introduction of part-singing in the second half of the seventeenth century. Although
the melody is not to be found in the official chant-books published by the Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church, it
displays a number of features that identify it with Kievan Chant -- a clearly marked and regular meter,-a-predominantly syllabic
text, and a narrow melodic compass that lends itself easily to harmonization by means of severalfasic triads.

The English edition is based on a Slavonic version for female or male chorus that appgared’in a cojlection entitled
Tserkovnoe Penie: Krug bogosluzhebnykh pesnopenii {Church singing: a cycle of liturgical hymifs], pubjshed in 19Q5 by the
St. Viadimir’s Church-Teachers’ Women's School in St. Petersburg. In the present edition th¢ wark hag’begh tran§posed for
mixed chorus. Dynamics and tempo markings have been added by the arrang

The Typikon of the Orthodox Church prescribes that Open to Me ¢
three Sundays before Great Lent and the first five Sundays of Great Lent.

Dwegrs be sung after Psgfm 50 at Matins of the
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