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BY THE WATERS OF BABYLON

(PSALM 136)

Aleksandr Andreevich Arkhangelsky (1846-1924) was one of the most distinguished choral conductors and church
composers in Russia at the turn of the 20th century, with a career spanning the years 1873-1924. His prolific output of
several hundred works for the Orthodox liturgy can be divided into two categories: free compositions in a sentimental,
Romantic style, and chant harmonizations that are quite serene and archaic in their harmonic language.

By the Waters of Babylon falls in the latter category. The work is based on a znamenny chant found in the
Triodion sirech’ Tripesnets [The Chants of the Lenten Triodion], (Moscow: Sinodal‘naia Tipografii
The irregular meters of the melody {which have been preserved in the English setting) subtly/£xpressthe sorrpwiul and

turbulent emotions of the psalm text.

The present English edition is based on the Slavonic original published in Arkhanfel The/melodies
of the solo verses have been adjusted to achieve a smooth declamation of the English text,\wh elodic
contour of the original chant. The original harmonization had no dyna present markings, the
dotted barlines, and the auxiliary time signatures have been added by the

The Orthodox Typikon prescribes Psalm 136 to be sung following the eos at Matirg on the thred Sundays
preceeding Great Lent. The present chant setting, unlike some settings composetN : the complete

text of the psalm.

(1846-1924)
Harmonization of
Znamenny Chant

Set in English and edited by
VLADIMIR MOROSAN
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REFRAIN (after each verse):
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