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Oi1, ka06bl Bosra-marymka

Oy, kabi Volga-Matushka

Oy, kabi Vdlga-matushka da vspiat pobezhala!
Kabi mozhno, bratsi, nachat zhit s nachala!
Oy, kabi zimoyu tsvefr rastsvetali!
Kabi mi TiubiTi, da fe razlubliali!
Kabi dno morskdye dostat da izméfit!
Oy, kab fse babi bili b moloditst,
Kaébi f pSlugafe pomefishe voditsi!
Kiabi fSegda charka dohddila do rtu!
Kabi kfivostdye poboku, da k chértu!
Da kabi golodniy fsiakiy defi Gbédal!
Da kabr fiepravdi cheldvék fie védal!
Oy, kabi Vdlga-matushka da vspiat pobezhila!
Kabi mozhno, bratsi, nachat zhit s nachala!
— Cnoga A. K. Toncmoeo

Oh, If the Mother-Volga

Oh, if the Mother-Volga would only turn and run backwards!

Oh, brothers, if only we could start our lives over again!

Oh, if only flowers would bloom in wintertime!

It only we would love and not fall out of love!

If only we could reach and measure the bottom of the sea!

It only we could always trust a fair maiden!

Oh, if only all old women would be young!

If only there would be less water diluting the moonshine!

If only the glass would always reach one’s mouth!

If only crooked justice would disappear to hell!

If only hungry people would always have their dinner!

If only mankind would never know falsehood!

Oh, if the Mother-Volga would only turn and run backwards!

Oh, brothers, if only we could start our lives over again!
—Poem by Alexei Tolstoy

Pavel Chesnokov
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