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Oj, kaby Volga-matußka

Oh, If the Mother-Volga–∏, ∫†¢Ú •—œº¶†-√†œ‡‚Ï∫†

Pavel Chesnokov
Op. 13, No. 3

Oh, if the Mother-Volga would only turn and run backwards!
Oh, brothers, if only we could start our lives over again!
Oh, if only flowers would bloom in wintertime!
If only we would love and not fall out of love!
If only we could reach and measure the bottom of the sea!
If only we could always trust a fair maiden!
Oh, if only all old women would be young!
If only there would be less water diluting the moonshine!
If only the glass would always reach one’s mouth!
If only crooked justice would disappear to hell!
If only hungry people would always have their dinner!
If only mankind would never know falsehood!
Oh, if the Mother-Volga would only turn and run backwards!
Oh, brothers, if only we could start our lives over again!

—Poem by Alexei Tolstoy

–∏, ∫†́¢Ú •—́º¶†-¬†́‡‚Ï∫† �† §fiP¸T ÷OB™¨†́º†!
ª†́¢Ú ¬—́¨ƒO, ¢¤†́‡fiÚ, ƒ†́Í†T ¨ÚT fi ƒ†Í†́º†!
–∏, ∫†́¢Ú Z∂¬—́∏‚ ËV™TÚ ́¤†fiËV™‡†́L∂!
ª†́¢Ú ¬Ú L˙B¥L∂, �† N™ ¤†∞L˙¢L¸́L∂!
ª†́¢Ú �ƒ— ¬O¤fi∫—́∏™ �Ofi‡†́T �† ∂∞M™́R∂T!
ª†́¢Ú ¬—́¨ƒO, ¢¤†́‡fiÚ, ∫¤†́fiƒÚ¬ D™́‰∫†¬ V™́R∂T!
–∏, ∫†¢Ú ́‰S™ ¢†́¢Ú ¢ÚĹ∂ ¢ ¬OºOD¥ËÚ,
ª†́¢Ú ‰ ÷Oº‚¶†́R™ ÷—́M™NÏ™ §OD¥ËÚ!
ª†́¢Ú ‰S™¶�† Í†́¤∫† �OÊOD¥º† �— ¤‡‚!
ª†́¢Ú ∫R∂§Ofi‚́D∏™ ÷—́¢O∫‚, �† ∫ Í—́¤‡‚!
©† ∫†¢Ú ́¶Oº—́�ƒÚ∏ ‰S¸́∫∂∏ D™N OB™́�†º!
©† ∫†¢Ú ́N™÷¤†́§�Ú Í™ºOV™́∫ N™ V™́�†º!
–∏, ∫†́¢Ú •—́º¶†-¬†́‡‚Ï∫† �† §fiP¸T ÷OB™¨†́º†!
ª†́¢Ú ¬—́¨ƒO, ¢¤†́‡fiÚ, ƒ†́Í†T ¨ÚT fi ƒ†Í†́º†!

—Slova A. K. Tolstogo
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