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P. G. Hesnokov, arr.

Ax vy, seni
perel. dlå muΩskogo xora

Pavel Chesnokov, arr.

My Front Porch
(°Ê §Ú, SœN∂)

arr. for men’s chorus
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NOTES

Russian choral composer Pavel (Paul) Chesnokov (1877-1944) was one of those representatives of Russian culture who
somehow managed to live and create trapped between two opposite worlds in collision; he found a prominent place in both pre-
Revolutionary imperial Russia and the totalitarian Soviet Union. Born into the family of a church choirmaster, he studied at both
the Moscow Synodal School of Church Singing and the Moscow Conservatory, where his teachers were Sergei Taneyev (1856-
1915) and Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov (1859-1935). Later, he taught at both institutions; during his career he conducted both church
choirs and the most illustrious Soviet choruses, including  the Moscow Philharmonic Kapella, the USSR State Kapella, and the
Bolshoi Theater Chorus. Consequently, his compositions span both the sacred and secular realms, comprising over 100 secular
choruses and more than 400 sacred works, as well as a large number of Russian folk song arrangements.

The latter are characterized by poetic warmth, elegance, and subtle humor. The primordial aspects of Russian folk music—
its quasi-primitive modes, complex rhythmic patterns, and mosaic-like motive-formulas—in which Stravinsky revelled, had no
influence whatsoever upon Chesnokov’s style. His was a 19th-century stylized approach, characterized by broad melodic lines
and the use of variation as a unifying principle. These features are exemplified in his arrangement of the dance song “My Front
Porch.”

Russian folk dancing has never been mechanical. “Dancing opens the soul. Dancing is how the soul celebrates,” say the
Russian people. Here is how one Russian choreographer describes a village gathering:

In a big room men and women sat opposite each other and sang songs. After a while the singing stopped, and for a short time
everyone sat silently. Then, one after another, groups of villagers stepped into the center of the room, danced, and sat back down. Each
dance bore no similarity to the preceding one. Remarkably, the mood was expressed so colorfully by the hands, the feet, and body
movements, by the dance steps and figures, that nobody needed words to understand what was being expressed—who was jealous,
who was in love, who was modestly hiding their thoughts, who was anxious, and who was playing the fool.

Dance songs are derived from games and khorovods (round dances or roundelays; the Russian word means “to lead a circle
dance”), but unlike khorovod songs, their main role is to support the movements of the dance. Dance songs are performed
throughout the year. When danced by women they tend to be slower, graceful, and tender; when danced by men, they fast and
vigorous, full of virtuosity and extroverted energy. Bodily movements in dance songs are considerably more complex than in
khorovod songs; therefore, their melody and rhythm—active, compact and concrete, inversely reflecting the bodily movement
of the dance—are never complicated, giving the participants the freedom to improvise. The melodies, constructed out of short
motives, are full of prominent accents, and the instrumental accompaniment (if any) tends to be more elaborate than in khorovod
songs.

Thematically, dance songs usually cover the subjects of love and family life; they may also be about work and everyday social
life; many songs are humorous or satirical in character. Quite often, however, the content is the least important thing in a dance
song: resilience of rhythm and motion that is either beautifully graceful or reckless in its abandon offer the dancers the chance
spontaneously to express emotions ranging from spiritedness and vitality to frustration and grief.

The song “My Front Porch” was used by Stravinsky in the fourth scene of his ballet Petrushka (1911).
—Vadim Prokhorov
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Ax vy, seni
My Front Porch°Ê §Ú, SœN∂
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Russian Dance  Song
arr. for men’s chorus by P. Chesnokov

Ah, my front porch, my new front porch,
My new porch, made of maple, with a screen of filigree.
Nevermore shall I stroll along my porch
or hold my sweetheart’s hand.
A young lass ventured out
beyond the new oak gate,
From her right sleve she let loose a falcon, saying:
“Fly, my falcon, high and far,
to the distant land where I come from.
In that land still lives my stern father,
my father who is strict and not at all kindly.
My stern father will not let me stay out late
or talk with young lads.
But I’ll pay no heed to father’s words
and tease the young lad anyway.
I’ll tease him because he is his father’s only son;
but, oh, what a fine fella he is!”

°Ê, §Ú, S™œN∂, ¬O∏∂ S™œN∂,
S™œN∂ ƒ—œ§Ú∏™, ∫L™ƒ—œ§Ú∏™, R™Ï—œ‡Í†‡Ú∏™.
 „¨ ∫†∫ ∞ƒ†œT ‡O ¬N™ ÷O S™œN∂Í∫†¬ N™ Ê†œ¨Ú§†T∂,
¬N™ M∂º†œ �¤‚Ï∫†œ ∞† ¤‚œÍ™N∫‚ N™ §†œ¨Ú§†T∂.
°Ê, §ÚÊ—œD¥º† ¬OºO�†œ �† ∞† ƒ—§Úı∏™ §O¤O‡†œ,
∞† ƒ—§Úı∏™, �‚¢—§Úı∏™, ∞† R™Ï—œ‡Í†‡Ú∏™.
°Ê, §Ú÷‚fi∫†œº†, fi—∫Oº†œ �† ∂∞ ÷¤†§—œ§O ¤‚∫†§†œ:
“°Ê, ‡Ú L™T¥, L™T¥, fiO∫—œº, �† §ÚfiO∫—œ ∂ �†L™∫—œ,
∂ §Úfi—œ∫O, ∂ �†L‘∫O ƒ† ¤OD¥¬‚ fi‡—œ¤Oƒ‚.
≈† ¤OD¥¬O∏ ‡O fi‡O¤—œƒ∫™ ¶¤—œZ™ƒ ¢†œT˙Ï∫† ¨ÚV‘‡.
–ƒ ¶¤OZ‘ƒ, fi‚�†œR, ¶¤OZ‘ƒ, �† N™ M¥ºOfiT∂‰ ∫O ¬N™,
N™ V™L¥‡ ÷O∞�ƒ—œ ÊOD¥T,
fi ¬—œºO�Ë†M¥ ¶O§OR¥T.
nE ÷Ofiº‚œÏ†∏‚ O‡Ë†œ,
™Ê, ¤†fi÷OT™œÏ‚ ¬—œºO�Ë†!
˝ ∞† ‡— ∏™§—œ ÷OT™œÏ‚, Ï‡— OD¥ƒ fiÚƒ ‚ O‡Ë†,
Ï‡— OD¥ƒ fiÚƒ ‚ O‡Ë†œ, �† ‚¤OD¥ºS¸ § ¬—œL—�Ë†!”
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[Giocoso.] [ q = 108–120 ]

Additional

(from the chorus)
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