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Pavel Chesnokov
Svéte tihiy
(Gladsome Light)

B-flat Major — arr. for men’s chorus




EDITOR’S NOTES

CHESNOKOY, Pavel Grigor’yevich (b. 12 [ 24] October, 1877, near Voskresensk, Moscow region; d. 14 March, 1944,
Moscow)—graduated from Moscow Synodal School of Church Singing in 1895; 1895-99, studied composition with Sergei
Taneyev; graduated from Moscow Conservatory in 1917 in conducting and composition (student of Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov).
From 1895, taught church singing (chant) at the Moscow Synodal School; served as precentor in several Moscow churches and
taught choral music at various schools. From 1920 to 1944 was professor of choral music at the Moscow Conservatory and
conductor of several state choirs in Moscow.

Chesnokov is the most prolific composer associated with the Moscow Synodal School: his compositional output includes
over 500 choral works, over 400 of which are sacred. His major opera include three complete settings of the Divine Liturgy,
two complete settings of the All-Night Vigil, two settings of the Memorial Service, and a setting of the Liturgy of Presanctified
Gifts. In addition, he composed numerous settings of individual hymns taken from the ordinary of the Liturgy and Vigil, from
feast-day propers, and paraliturgical concertos. His choral writing is characterized by a variety of textures, from austere unisons
to sumptuous eight-voice polyphony, and colorful harmony, which he often “spices” with chromaticism. Approximately one
third of his sacred works are chant-based, while the rest are free compositions.

“Gladsome Light,” one of the most ancient of Christian hymns still in use today, is sung at the vesperal portion of the
Eastern Orthodox All-Night Vigil, following the procession with the incense. Although the composer doesn’t identify this
composition as an arrangement of Kievan chant, the chant melody appears in somewhat embellished fashion throughout
the piece.

This edition is an arrangement for male chorus based upon the original first edition, which appeared as part of an anthol-
ogy, Vsenoshchnoe bdenie (dlia malogo smeshannogo khora), iz proizvedenii sovremennykh avtorov [“All-Night Vigil” (for
small mixed chorus), from the works of contemporary composers], volume 15, [Petrograd], P. Kireev, 1915 All performance
indications have been retained from the source.

—Vladimir Morosan
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CBete Tuxum (Kuesckoro pacresa)
Svéte tihiy (Kiyevskogo raspéva)

Své-fe Tihiy sviatiya slavi
Bezsmértnago Ottsa Nebésnago, Sviatago, Blazhénnago,
lisaSe Hristé!
Ptishédshe na zapad sélntsa,

videvshe svet Vechériiiy,

poyém Ottsé, Sina i Svatago Diha, Boga.
Dostéin yesi vo fSia viemena

pet bifi glasi prepodobnirhi;

Sifie Bozhiy, zhivot dayay,

témzhe mir Tia slavit.

Tenor 1

Tenor 2

Baritone

Bass

Piano

(for rehearsal only)

—u3 YuHa eeuepHu

Gladsome Light (Kievan Chant)

Gladsome Light of the holy glory
of the Immortal Heavenly Father, holy and blessed —
O Jesus Christ!
Now that we have come to the setting of the sun,
and behold the light of evening,
we praise the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—God.
Thou art worthy at every moment
to be praised in hymns by reverent voices.
O Son of God, Thou art the Giver of Life;
therefore all the world glorifies Thee.
—from the Vesper Service

Pavel Chesnokov
Arranged for male chorus by Vladimir Morosan
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COMPOSER’S NOTE: Since the tempo is very slow, it is better to conduct in [é .
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