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Nõchna´ya ùma àezmo´lüiye pòino´åit 
i k o´ddïìu zõüô´t ãeñâ´. 
Põra´, põra´! põko´ya ùe´lõ pro´åit, 
dusha´ usta´la v üíìòe dñâ. 

Mõøû´ ùeàâ´, pòed snom gòâdu´shchim, Bo´zhe: 
day øû´ðâm ãir; blagõslõüí 
mlaðe´ntsa son, i ñíshchenskõye lo´zhe, 
i søô´zï ùíìiya øûbüí! 

Prõsùí gòeìu´, na zhgúchiya stradáñya 
uspõkõíùeønõ dõìñí, 
i fåe tvõí öecha´ønïya sõzdañya 
ìõù snõüiðe´ñyem õbmañí!

Põra´, põra´! põko´ya ùe´lõ pro´åit, 
dusha´ usta´la v üíìòe dñâ. 

Poem by Nikolai Ogaryov (1813–1877)

The darkness of night brings silence 
and beckons me to rest.
The time is nigh, the time is nigh! My body yearns for peace,
the soul is weary from the whirlwind of the day.

I pray thee, Lord, before the coming slumber:
to people everywhere, grant peace; grant blessings
to the infant’s sleep and to the poor man’s lowly bed, 
as well as to the quiet tears of love!

Grant forgiveness to sin; upon the fiery torments we endure
soothingly breathe solace,
and upon thy despairing creatures
bestow at least the delusion of a dream!

The time is nigh, the time is nigh! My body yearns for peace,
the soul is weary from the whirlwind of the day.

English translation by Vladimir Morosan

TEXT TRANSLATION

Tchaikovsky wrote three settings of this text—the present a cappella version for mixed chorus, a choral-orchestral version 
(both dating from 1863-4, when he was a student at the St. Petersburg Conservatory), and a later version for solo voice and 
piano (Six romances, op. 27). 

A note about the text and the transliteration: When the Russian language adopted “new orthography” in 1918, the endings of 
certain plural adjectives were slightly modified: for example, “-ïya” and “-iya”  became “-ïye” and “-iye,” respectively. Some-
times these changes adversely affect the rhyming of poetry. In the interest of authenticity, the text here is given in its nineteenth-
century form, as it appeared in Tchaikovsky’s lifetime.

While Russian is almost entirely a phonetic language, certain modifications of vowels and consonants occur depending on the 
context and placement of those sounds within words. The Russica™ Transliteration System, developed by Musica Russica 
especially for singing, is intended to convey the literal sound of the Russian language in the Roman (Latin) alphabet with the 
help of diacritical markings and incorporates those modifications. A full explanation of the transliteration system may be down-
loaded at: http://www.musicarussica.com/catalogs/Russica_translit_R_and_CS.pdf.

For additional information about performance materials for this piece, contact:	 Musica Russica
									         (800) 326-3132
									         www.musicarussica.com
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Peter Tchaikovsky
Петр Чайковский

Na son gråduwij
At BedtimeNa son gòâdúshchiy
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