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Hey, you, Porushka-Parania,
why do you love Ivan?
I love Ivan because
he has a head of curly hair.

I love Ivan because
he has a head of curly hair,
He has a head of curly hair
and also a frizzy beard.

His locks wind down along his face,
for this I love this guy, Vania,
hey, just look at him
as he struts across the room.

Watch him strut across the room,
as he clicks his boot heels, 
he clicks his boot heels, 
and begins to talk about weighty matters.

Oh, dear lady, I shrivel whenever you’re near,
even without wind and cold you’ve made me heartsick. 

Hey, you, Porushka-Parania,
why do you love Ivan?...

NOTES 

	 Victor Ivanovich GONCHAROV (1951–2013) had a long and distinguished career as a choral conductor, composer, and 
arranger, with several hundred works to his name. Born in the city of Rostov-on-the-Don, he directed numerous choirs and 
ensembles, both professional and amateur, in that region, and from 1977 until his death, taught choral disciplines at the Rach-
maninoff Conservatory in Rostov-on the-Don. 
	 The Russian folk song “Oì, uzh tï, Pórushka-Paráñâ” is a very typical Russian circle-dance song, which has elements of 
flirting and courtship, the “weighty matters” of the heart, mentioned in the lyrics. It comes from the Belgorod Oblast in south­
western Russia, which borders Ukraine, a region with a rich folksong heritage, which in the 1960s and 1970s attracted the at-
tention of such Russian musical ethnographers as Vyacheslav Shchurov and Dmitry Pokrovsky; it was recorded and performed 
world-wide by the Dmitry Pokrovsky Ensemble. Typically, Russian folk singers dance while singing this song, and the present 
arrangement attempts to capture some of that choreography. 
	 The names Porushka and Parania as diminutives of the name Praskovia, which is the Russian form of the Greek name 
Paraskevi, meaning “day of preparation” for the Sabbath, i.e. Friday.

	 The text translation of the song, which is considerably abbreviated in the present arrangement, is as follows: 

Oì, uzh tï, Po´rushka-Para´ñâ,
tï za shto øuàísh Iva´na?
Oì, ya za to øubøû´ Iva´na,
shto galo´vushka kudòâ´va.

Ya za to øubøû´ Iva´na,
shto galo´vushka kudòâ´va
Eì-ka shto galo´vushka kudòâ´va,
a bõro´dushka kucìeòâ´va.

K´u´dri vyu´tsa dõ øitsá,
øûbøû´ Va´ñû-mõlõdtsa´,
eì, i kak Vañû´sha põ go´òenke 
paìázhïvayet.

Uzh kak Vañû´sha põ go´òenke paìa´zhïvayet.
eì on sapo´g ab sapo´g põkõla´cìivayet.
Oì da sapo´g ab sapo´g põkõla´cìivayet.
Eì i svaí kru´pnai òéchi razgava´òivayet.

Eì, i uzh kak tï ãiñâ´, suda´rushka, vîsushïla,
Eì, i àez maro´zu, àez üetru´ åérdtse vîznaàila.

Oì, uzh tï, Po´rushka-Para´ñâ,
tï za shto øuàísh Iva´na?...

	 One of the characteristic features of Russian folk singing, particularly in the Belgorod Oblast, is the intense vocalization 
of voiced consonants to the point that they become syllable-forming. This is indicated in the lyrics by the (ï) sounds in paren-
theses and must be given due attention in performance. The phonetic system also differentiates between the initial “h” sound, 
which is voiced, and the final “h” sound, written as “ì,” which is unvoiced. In the phonetic transliteration certain vowel sounds 
have been deliberately rendered in a more folk-like, vernacular fashion: e.g., “ãiñâ,” instead of “ãeñâ,” “maróz,” instead of 
“moróz,” etc.

	 The present edition is based on a Russian edition published by the Rachmaninoff Conservatory, Rostov-on-the-Don, in 
2014, and was prepared with permission from Victor Goncharov’s widow, Tatyana Ovchinnikova. 	

—Notes and translation by Vladimir Morosan
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Ох, уж ты, Порушка-Параня
(Oì, uzh tï, Pórushka-Paráñâ) Russian Folk Song

arr. Victor Goncharov
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обр. Викторa Гончарова
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