NOTES

Alexandre Gretcahninoff was a prolific composer of choral music in all genres—sacred and secular, including a number
of children’s songs. The cycle Pcholka (The Honeybee), opus 66, was first published in the year 1914. The cycle included six

pieces, all based on Russian folk texts.

The present edition features five of the six pieces; they can be programmed individually, or as a set.. The original Russian
text has been underlaid in the music in phonetic transliteration, in a form that makes it eminently accessible to non-Russian
performers. (An explanation of the phonetic system, as well as text-specific diction coaching tapes, are available from the pub-
lisher.) The Russian text, the transliteration and a more-or-less literal translation are given below.

I'ypkora, rypkora,

a MuTeHbKe ipemMoTa.

Cnu, MuTeHbKa, cnu, yCHH,
YTOMOH Te0s1 BO3bMH.

Baro, 6ain! Baro, 6ai1! Bait!

Kaxk y kotukabkoTa
OblJ1a Mauexa Jmxa:
OHa OuJi1a KoTa,
MOINEPEK KUBOTA.

A KOT C roproiika,

KOT C KPYUMHYIIKH,

KOT Ha MeYKy MO,
TOPIIOK Kally HalEd.
Baro, 6ain! Baro, 6ai1! Baii!

Baro, 6ai1, kaun,

Ha yJIUIle KaTaym.

Baro, 6a 1o, kau,

NPUBE3ET OTel] Kajad.
Baro, 6ain! Baro, 6ai1! Bait!

CoH na ipéma

BJIOJTb TI0 YJTUILIE TTPOIILIH,
K MuTeHbKe 3aluii,

TIOJ] TOJIOBKY CTIATh JICTJIIN.
Baro, 6ain! Baro, 6ai1! Bait!

I'ypkora, rypkora,

a MuTeHbKe ipemMoTa.

Cnu, MuTeHbKa, cnu, yCHH,

YTOMOH Te0sT BO3bMH.

Baro, 6ain! Baro, 6ait! Bait!
—Cnosa HapoOHbie

*A diminutive name for Dmitry.

Gurkota, gurkota,

a Mifefike dfemota.

Spi, Mitefika, spi, usiif,
ugdmoén fibia vozmi.

Bayu, bay! Bayu, bay! Bay!

Kak u kétika-kota
bila machiha Tiha:
ona bila kota,
POPIFIok zhivota.

A kot s géfiushka,

kot s kruchinushki,

kot na péchku poshal,
gorshok kashi nashol.
Bayu, bay! Bayu, bay! Bay!

Bayu, bay, kachi,
na tlitse kalachi.
Bayu, ba yu, kach,
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Bayu, bay! Bayu, bay! Bay!

Son da dfidma

vdol p6 dlitse proshli,

k Mifefike zashli,

pod goléfku spat Tigli.
Bayu, bay! Bayu, bay! Bay!

Gurkota, gurkota,

a Mifeiike dfemdta.

Spi, Mitefika, spi, usiif,
ugdmoén fibia vozmi.

Bayu, bay! Bayu, bay! Bay!

Thunder, thunder booms outside,
but little Mitia* is getting sleepy.
Sleep, Mitia, fall asleep,

may peace come upon you.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

This poor kitty-cat

had a mean stepmother:
she beat the cat

across its belly.

Poor, sad kitty,

poor kitty in despair

climbed up on the hearth-stove,
and found a bowl of porridge.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Lulla-bye, rock-a-bye,

out in the street there are tasty buns.
Lulla-bye, rock-a-bye,

daddy will bring home a tasty bun.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Sleep and Slumber

walked down the street,

they came to visit Mitia,

and off to sleep they went ‘neath his pillow.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Thunder, thunder booms outside,
but little Dmitry is getting sleepy.
Sleep, Mitia, fall asleep,
may peace come upon you.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!
—Russian folk lyrics
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6. I'ypkota

Gurkota Lullaby

Alexandre Gretchaninoff (1864—1956)

Moderato from the cycle The Honeybee, op. 66
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