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NOTES

 Alexandre Gretcahninoff was a prolific composer of choral music in all genres—sacred and secular, including a number 
of children’s songs. The cycle Pcholka (The Honeybee), opus 66, was first published in the year 1914. The cycle included six 
pieces, all based on Russian folk texts.
 The present edition features five of the six pieces; they can be programmed individually, or as a set.. The original Russian 
text has been underlaid in the music in phonetic transliteration, in a form that makes it eminently accessible to non-Russian 
performers. (An explanation of the phonetic system, as well as text-specific diction coaching tapes, are available from the pub-
lisher.) The Russian text, the transliteration and a more-or-less literal translation are given below.

Gurkõta´, gurkõta´,  
a Ãíùeñke dòemõta´. 
Söi, Ãíùeñka, söi, usñí,  
ugõmo´n ùiàâ´ võæãí. 
Báyu, bay! Báyu, bay! Bay!

Kak u kóùika-kõta´ 
bîla ma´chiìa øiìa´: 
õna´ àíla kõta´,  
põöiòô´k zhïvõta´. 

A kot s góòûshka, 
kot s kruchínushki, 
kot na öéchku põshól, 
gõrshók ka´shï nashól. 
Báyu, bay! Báyu, bay! Bay!

Ba´yu, bay, kachí, 
na u´øitse kalachí. 
Ba´yu, ba´ yu, kach, 
pòiüiæô´t õùéts kala´ch. 
Báyu, bay! Báyu, bay! Bay!

Son da dòô´ma 
vdoø põ u´øitse prõshøí,
k Ãíùeñke zashøí,
põd gõlófku spaù øigøí.
Báyu, bay! Báyu, bay! Bay!

Gurkõta´, gurkõta´,  
a Ãíùeñke dòemõta´. 
Söi, Ãíùeñka, söi, usñí,  
ugõmo´n ùiàâ´ võæãí. 
Báyu, bay! Báyu, bay! Bay!

Thunder, thunder booms outside,
but little Mitia* is getting sleepy.
Sleep, Mitia, fall asleep,
may peace come upon you.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

This poor kitty-cat
had a mean stepmother:
she beat the cat
across its belly.

Poor, sad kitty,
poor kitty in despair
climbed up on the hearth-stove,
and found a bowl of porridge.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Lulla-bye, rock-a-bye,
out in the street there are tasty buns.
Lulla-bye, rock-a-bye,
daddy will bring home a tasty bun.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Sleep and Slumber 
walked down the street,
they came to visit Mitia,
and off to sleep they went ‘neath his pillow.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

Thunder, thunder booms outside,
but little Dmitry is getting sleepy.
Sleep, Mitia, fall asleep,
may peace come upon you.
Lulla-bye! Lulla-bye! Bye!

—Russian folk lyrics

Гуркота, гуркота,  
a Митеньке дремота. 
Спи, Митенька, спи, усни,  
угомон тебя возьми. 
Баю, бай! Баю, бай! Бай!

Как у котикаькота 
была мачеха лиха: 
она била кота,  
поперёк живота. 

А кот с горюшка, 
кот с кручинушки, 
кот на печку пошёл, 
горшок каши нашёл. 
Баю, бай! Баю, бай! Бай!

Баю, бай, качи, 
на улице калачи. 
Баю, ба ю, кач, 
привезёт отец калач. 
Баю, бай! Баю, бай! Бай!

Сон да дрёма 
вдоль по улице прошли,
к Митеньке зашли,
под головку спать легли.
Баю, бай! Баю, бай! Бай!

Гуркота, гуркота,  
a Митеньке дремота. 
Спи, Митенька, спи, усни,  
угомон тебя возьми. 
Баю, бай! Баю, бай! Бай!

—Slova narodnye

MUSICA RUSSICA • 1-800-326-3132 • www.musicarussica.com

*A diminutive name for Dmitry.
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Alexandre Gretchaninoff (1864–1956)
from the cycle The Honeybee, op. 66
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6. Gurkota
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