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bananarnka
Balalaika Balalaika
Na Zelionoy na luzhayke On a green meadow
zaigrala balalayka, a balalaika began to play,
zagudéla diddchka, a pipe began to toot,
dadochka-pogidochka. a tooting pipe.
Na luzhayku, na luzhék On the grassy meadow,
3é1i chétverd f kruzhok, four sat down in a circle,
f sarafane krasiifikOm in a pretty red dress,
zapliasila Nasfifika. Nastya began to dance.
Gudi, dada! Tada, siuda! Toot, pipe, this way, that way!
—Cunosa A. Ilpoxogvesa —Text by A. Prokofiev

Performance notes: The nonsense syllables “trendi-brendi” imitate the strumming of a Russian folk instrument, the balalaika.
The consonants must be percussive, and the r’s rolled or trilled, so these words do not end up sounding like “trendy brandy,”
spoken by an American.

One of the premier interpreters of Sviridov’s works, Vladimir Minin, introduces a rhythmic variation in the accompani-
ment, performing the eighth notes in mm. 27-34 as dotted eighths and sixteenths. Minin also takes a significantly faster tempo
of approximately J = 136.
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