S
S
=
w0

5
Gt
),

P

O

POBAY MY3bIKA POCCHMIM




Georgy Sviridov

A PUSHKIN WREATH

Concerto for Choir

~
(a4

['eoprun CBupuoB

[TYIIKNHCKUU BEHOK

KoHuepr ai1s xopa



Georgy Sviridov, A Pushkin Wreath (Concerto for Choir)
Edited by Vladimir Morosan

Introductory notes by Peter Jermihov

Copyright © 1980, by G. Schirmer, Inc. (ASCAP). No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any
means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by any information storage or retrieval system,
except as may be expressly permitted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writing by the Publisher.

Orders for offprints of the individual musical numbers should be directed to:  Musica Russica
(800) 326-3132
www.musicarussica.com



s CHORAL MUSIC of RUSSIA =5

CONTENTS

PeterJermihov~IntroductoryNote.7........................5
Text translations . . . . . . . . . . . L. . L oo T

3umHee yTpo [Zimiieye itro]
AWinterMorning . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ...

Komneuymxko [Kolechiishko]
AlLittleRing . . . . . . . . . L . . L. o L 0L L. .o oo 020

Mepu [Méfi]

Mary . . . . . . . L Lo oL 28
9xo [Eho]
TheEcho . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L L L. L. .3

Ipeueckuit mup [Giécheskiy pir]
AGrecianFeast . . . . . . . . . . . . . L L L L L oL L s s oA

Kamdapa u myckyc [Kamfara i muskis]
CamphorandMusk . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L .. .. ... 54

3opro GeroT [Z6F{U byut]
Reveille . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L L L. L6l

Haramma [Natasha]
Natasha. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . L L. s s s

Boccranb, GosaamusbIi [Vosstafi, boyazliviy]

Arise, Timid One. 77
CrpexoTyHba-6ermo60ka [Stickdtifiya-beldboka]

Magpie Chatter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 8
The RUSSICA™ Transliteration System . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .l4






INTRODUCTORY NOTES

Georgy Sviridov’s stature as a composer is evidenced by his tremendous popularity among Russian musicians,
musicologists, and audiences. His music has entered the standard repertory of Russia’s professional musicians; it has
become the subject of research and analytical works by the country’s leading musicologists. Most impressive is his
popularity among Russian audiences: Sviridov is a household name, loved and revered by the occasional concert-
goer as well as the connoisseur.

Outside of Russia, Sviridov’s works have been sporadically performed, primarily by Russian artists. There have
been occasional attempts to present him to American audiences but, for all practical purposes, he is an ‘unknown.’
We hope that the current edition will prompt the discovery of this outstanding composer by the international com-
munity and, appropriately, commemorate his eightieth anniversary.

Georgy Vasil’evich Sviridov was born on 3 December 1915 in Fatezh, a small village in the Kursk Region
of central Russia. Following the established pattern of education for gifted children, he attended and completed a
specialized music grammar school in the city of Kursk. Seeking higher levels of achievement, he then enrolled into
Leningrad’s Shebalin Music High School and graduated with honors as a composer and pianist. At age eighteen, he
earned his first major success by composing a set of vocal romances on texts by the famous Russian poet Alexan-
der Pushkin (1799-1837). In 1936, Sviridov was accepted into the Leningrad State Conservatory as a composition
major and, one year later, joined the class of the famed Dmitry Shostakovich. The young composer moved into
the limelight with a triumphant premiere of his Piano Concerto, performed by the Leningrad Philharmonic under
‘Evgeny Mravinsky. He graduated from the Conservatory in 1941, again with honors, just prior to the outbreak of
World War II. We see the formation of a major native talent through a model system of education, guided by the
leading composer of the day, and nurtured by St. Petersburg’s intellectual and artistic elite.

Sviridov is the strongest contemporary link to Russia’s monumental musical past. The perennial Russian themes
run through his work in abundant clarity and force: patriotism, depiction of nature and peasant life in all their rich
and varied regional forms, reflection on the great religious topics—love and repentance, and an instinctive reliance
on the word. His compositions are rooted in peasant music and the music of such notable predecessors as Mikhail
Glinka (1804-1857), Modest Musorgsky (1839-1881) and Sergei Rachmaninoff (1873-1943). As a composer who
embodies national traditions, Sviridov is a conservative in spirit: any discussion of innovation in his works should
be confined properly to the realm of technique.

The key forces at work in Sviridov’s works are religion and narodnost’. Russian culture takes its origin and
unique form from St. Vladimir’s historic conversion to Orthodox Christianity. From this source springs the artist’s
sacred relationship to his art and his profound reliance on the word. The preeminence of literature as an art form on
Russian soil and the Russian composer’s attraction to concrete, image-oriented compositional forms also connect to
this primary source. Sviridov’s deliberate espousal of vocal genres is properly understood as a logical continuation
of a national tendency.

Narodnost’is a nineteenth-century literary concept that, generally speaking, refers to a nation’s spirit, its col-
lective zeitgeist or the accumulation of a people’s spirit through the ages. In reference to music, the term should
be perceived in the broadest sense to include peasant music, military and work songs, and city culture. Narodnost’
also serves as a bridge between music and literature. The great national artists in both mediums, all self-proclaimed
narodniki—Pushkin and Glinka, Feodor Dostoyevsky (1821-1881) and Musorgsky, and Sergei Yesenin (1895-1925)
and Sviridov— were fueled by a patriotic fervor and nourished by the collective wisdom of their people. Sviridov’s
works are permeated with the most prominent characteristics of narodnost’: ritual as an act of relinking with the past;
an inimitably Russian ‘sociability’ —obshchitel’nost’—as an expression of sincerity and depth of emotion; the epic
style as a means for philosophical overview; musical symbolism (in particular, the use of bell effects—kolokol’nost’);
the lyrical style—pesennost’—as the voice of nature; and the chorus as the symbol and voice of the people.

Sviridov’s style is entirely programmatic, Romantic in sentiment but laconic in means, and lies well within the
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tonal framework. Trademarks of this style include a rich palette of vocal and instrumental expressive devices: a bocca
chiusa, glissandi, sforzati, pedal techniques and pitch clusters; a highly individual harmonic language with peculiarities of
voice-leading and doubling, frequent use of modality, and static effects; and an expanded use of strophicforms. His choral
texture is symphonic in scope: he employs the widest range of dynamics, forms timbral ‘choirs’ within the a cappella
fabric, and creates vocal-choral colors and effects that reach instrumental complexity. Dissonant intervals and chords
are used frequently, but the overriding effect is that of consonance, both acoustic and aesthetic.

Sviridov’s compositional output includes more than fifty solo piano pieces (with individual titles or as parts of
sets), twenty-six incidental works for film and theater, seven works for chamber instruments, twelve compositions
for orchestra, over twenty solo song cycles, four major oratorios, fifteen cyclic choral works (including cantatas with
and without orchestral accompaniment and a cappella concertos), and well over fifty a cappella choruses.

Sviridov’s concerto for choir entitled A Pushkin Wreath was composed in 1978. Like many of Sviridov’s
cantatas and solo song cycles, it consists of short, self-contained movements. The movements are unrelated themati-
cally and are not bound by a plot or program; in this respect, the concerto bears no resemblance to the traditional
18th-century sacred choral concerto, with its multiple, harmonically linked movements, contrasting tempos, and
fugal finale. Sviridov’s large, multi-movement structure, nevertheless, is highly unified, manifesting the composer’s
Weltanschauung—his world outlook.

The unity of this musical genre is rooted in its literary prototype —the “book of poems” (kniga stikhov), devel-
oped by the Russian Symbolist poets at the turn of the nineteenth century. The “book of poems” presents the poet’s
peculiar and unique vision of the world: the poems have no logical, cause-and-effect sequence, but are connected by
a particular spiritual vision or insight. In fact, Sviridov’s intimate knowledge of the Symbolists’ poetry, in particular
that of Aleksandr Blok (1880-1921), is linked to this concept of the 20th-century choral concerto. Sviridov should
be credited for setting a new standard in contemporary genre fusions.

A Pushkin Wreath is a musical “book of poems” —ten in all —by Aleksandr Pushkin (1799-1837). The poems
selected by Sviridov form, at once, “a wreath made of Pushkin”—a kaleidoscopic view of the poet’s world, and “a
wreath for Pushkin” —a eulogy to Russia’s greatest poet. The composer’s relationship to the poet is symbiotic: by
= his choice of poems, Sviridov sets forth his own unique vision of the world.

Among the slow movements of the choral concerto, Ekho (No. 4) and Zoriu byut (No. 7), exhibit a number
of typical traits: long note values, a solo line over a chordal texture sung a bocca chiusa, intricate divisi voice lines,
elaborate dynamic effects, and static harmony. The composer imposes his own peculiar pacing and acoustical effects:
time appears to be “frozen,” and movement is accomplished through space and color. The overall effect is meant to
create a sensitized listening environment in which the word is heard anew —through the composer’s perception.

— Peter Jermihov



TEXT TRANSLATIONS

Poems by Alexander Pushkin
Translations: Viadimir Morosan

Zimneye 1tro

Moréz i séntse; defi chudésniy!
Yeshché ti dfémiesh, drug prelésniy—
Pora, krasavitsa, prosfifs:

Otkréy sdmkniiti fiégSy vzori,
Nafstiéchu §éVernOy Avrori,
Ziezdbdyu §é¥era ya¥is!

Vechoér, ti pémiiish, vytiga zlilag,
Na miitném fiébe mgla n6flas;
Lun4, kak blédndye piatnd,
Skvoz tiichi mrachniye zheltéla,
1 ti pechalnaya §idéla,

A ninche... pdgliadi v v 8kné:

P3d gdlubirthi fiebesarmi
Velikolépnithi kSvrari,
Blestia na séntse, siieg lezhit,
Prdzrachniy Jes 8din cherfiéyet,
I yel skvoz fiiey Zelefiéyet

I féchka podd Idom blesfit.

<..>%)

Sk1zi4 po Gtfenfiemu sfiégu,
Drug miliy, predadimsia bégu
Neferpelivove komia—

I navestim pdia pustiye,
Les4, fiedavnd stol gustiye,

I béteg, rhiliy difa rhefifa.

*)IPUMEYAHHE: llects CTPOK M3 CTUXOTBOPEHHUS
IIymxunaa OponyiieHEl B NpoussencHny CBEPHIOBA.

Kolechiishko

No. 1 A Winter Morning

Cold frost and sunshine; a wondrous day!
You are still slumbering, my lovely friend,
It’s time to wake up, beautiful one!

Open up those sleepy eyes,

To gaze upon the northerly Aurora,

It’s time to shine, Star of the North!

Last night, remember how the tempest howled,
How haze was clouding the murky skies;

The moon, like a pale blotch,

Glowed yellow through the dark clouds,

And you sat there, mournful,

But now... just look out the window:

’Neath azure skies,

Like a magnificent carpet,

Snow lies, glimmering in the sun,

Only the bare woods cast a shadow,

And the fir-trees show their verdure through the frost,
While the river glistens beneath the ice.

<.>%)

Skimming along the morning snow,
Let us, dear friend, abandon ourselves
To the sprinting of an eager horse.
And so we’ll visit the empty fields,
The forests, just recently so dense,
And that riverbank, so dear to me.

*)NOTE: Six lines of Pushkin’s poem are omitted in Sviridov’s

setting.

No. 2 A Little Ring

Folk text notated by Alexander Pushkin

Ne Tetdy, moy sol&véy,
p6zdnd Vecherdm &din!

Pafefi dévushku Trubil,
kdlechtishkd podafil.
Kolechishkd, Serdechiishkd—
z016chéniy perstefiiok.
K&lechiishks, serdechtishkd —
daleké miléy zhividt.
Kolechiishkd, Serdechtishkd—
vO kémienndy vo MoskVé.

V6 matidshke v6 MoOskVé,

na Pokréfskdy ulitsé.

Ne Tetay...

Do not fly, my nightingale,

alone late at night!

A fellow loved a girl,

he gave her a little ring.

Dear little ring, dear little heart—
a little golden band.

Dear little ring, dear little heart—
my beloved lives so far away.
Dear little ring, dear little heart—
in stone-built Moscow.

In Moscow, mother of cities,

on Pokrovsky Street.

Do not fly...



Meéri

No. 3

Mary

Pushkin’s free adaptation of “Here’s a health to thee, Mary” by Barry Cornwall (1787 — 1874)

Pyu za zdraviye Méii,
mildy Méfi moyéy.
Tiho zaper ya d¥éii

i 5din bez gdsiéy,
Pyu za zdra¥iye MEFi.

Moézhnd krashe bif Méfi,
krashe Méfi moyéy,
étdy malefikdy péfi,

no nelzia bit miléy,
fézvoy, laskovoy MEF,

Bud zhe shchasliva, MéH,
séntse zhiziii moyéy!

Ni t8ski, fii potéfi,

fii fienaslivih diiey

pust fie ¥édayet Méfi.

Eho

Re¥i6t Ti zvef v Test gluhém,

Trubit Ti rog, giemit Ti grom,

Poy6t Ti déva za h8lmém,—
Na fsiakiy zvuk

Svoy 6tklik v vézduhe pustém
Rddish ti vdrug.

Ti viiémlesh gréhdtu gromév,
I glasu bifi i valdv,
I kifku §élskih pastuhév—
I shiiGsh 6t¥ét;
Tebé zh fiet 6tziva... Takév
1 ti, poét!

Grécheskiy pir

Bog VeSidliy VinGgrada
pdzvolidyet nam tii chéshi
vipivai f pirt Vechérfiem.
Pérvuyu vo iia gratsiy,
Sbnazhénnih i stidlivih,
pOsViashiyetsa ftoraya
krasndshchékomu zdorévyu,
tféfya drizhbe mndgolétiiey.
Midriy pésle tiéfyey chashi
fSe Venki s glavi slagayet

i tvoFit uzh vozliyafiya
blagddatndmu Morféyu.

No. 4

No. 5§

I drink to the health of Mary,
my sweetest Mary.

Quietly, I’ve locked the doors,
and alone, without any guests,
I drink to the health of Mary.

Some girls may be more beautiful
and more glamorous than my Mary,
this wonderful little peri;

But no girl can be sweeter

than my playful, affectionate Mary.

May you always be happy, Mary,
sunshine of my life!

May neither sorrow, nor need,
nor any gloomy days

ever come Mary’s way.

The Echo

Whether a beast roars in the dense forest,
Or the horn sounds, or the thunder rumbles,
Or a maid sings beyond the hill,

To every sound
You give your answer suddenly

In the empty air.

You listen to the clashing of thunder

And to the voice of storms and waves

And to the shouts of village shepherds,
And send your answer;

But there is no response...

Such is your lot as well, O poet!

The Grecian Feast

The merry god of wine

permits us to imbibe

three goblets in an evening’s time.
The first—in the name of the Graces,
bare and blushing;

while the second is devoted

to ruddy-cheeked wellness;

and the third—to enduring friendship.
After the third cup the wise man
deposes all laurels from his brow
and makes all further oblations

to restorative Morpheus.



Kamfara i muskas No. 6

Ot rhefiia vechér Leila

ravndddshnd uhodila.

Ya skazal: “Postoy, kuda?”

A 0na miie vozrazila:

“G0lova tvoya Seda.”

Ya krasavitse™ fieskrémndy 6t¥echal:
“FSemt pora!

To, shto bilo miiskus tiomniy,

stald ninche kamfara.”

No [ efla fieudachnim

pOstheyéalasia fecham i skazala:
“Znéyesh sam — sladok miskus novobrachnim,
kamfard gddné grobam!”

Camphor and Musk

Last night, as Leila left me,

with an air of bored indifference,

I cried out: “Wait, wait, where are you off to?”
But she countered:

“Your hair is all grey.”

To the indesreet beauty, I said:

“Everything has its season!

That which was once dark musk,

has now become sweet camphor.”

But Leila merely laughed

at my inept speeches and said:

“Don’t you know, musk is sweet to newlyweds,
while camphor belongs to tombs!”

" [pumeuanue pedakmopa: Y IlylIKuHA B OpUTHHAJE —
,HacCMenTauIe”.
“Editor’s note: In Pushkin’s poem this word is “nasméshiitse.”

Zor byut No. 7

Z6fiu byut... iz ruk moih
Véthiy Dante vipadayet,

Na ustéh nachatiy stih
Neddchitanniy zafih —

Duh dalioks® uletayet.

Zvuk pfivi'chniy, zvuk zhivoy,
Kak ti chasto razdavalsia
Tam, gde Ttho razvivalsfa

Ya daviiishfieyu poréy.

Z6fiu byut...

Reveille

They’re sounding reveille... from my hands
The ancient Dante falls,

On my lips a nascent verse,

Half-read, falls silent,

The spirit soars into the distance.

Ah, familiar sound, lively sound!

How often you sounded

There, where I quietly grew up

In days long past.

They’re sounding reveille...

“ [Ipumeuanue pedaxkmopa: Y TlyIIKNHA B OpUTHHANE —
Hameue”,
"Editor’s note: In Pushkin’s poem this word is “daleche.”

Natasha No. 8

Viafiet, Visfiet 1610 krasnd,
uletayut yasni diif;

stéletsa tumén fienastniy
néchi v diémliiushchey Tefif.
Opustéli zlachni fifvi,
rucheyék zamolk igiiviy;
Tes kudifaviy pdsedél;

svod fiebésniy poblediiél.

Shto fiikté Tebid ne zfit?

11 fie héchesh chas yediniy
s drigdm 5érdtsa razdelit?
Ni nad 6Zerdm voliifstim,
fii pdd krévom Tip dushistih
ranfiey, pézdiieyu poréy

fie fstfechayus ya s tObdy.
Ni nad 6Zerém voliifstim...

Natasha

The fair summer is wilting, wilting,
the bright days fly away,

the grim fog of night lays down

in the sleepy shade.

The golden fields are empty,

the playful brook is still;

the leafy forest beomes grizzled;
the heavenly canopy has paled.

Sweet Natasha! Where art thou now?
Why does no one see thee?

Have you no desire to share

even a single hour with a soul mate?
Not on the waves of the lake,

nor beneath the fragrant linden trees,
neither early nor late in the day,

shall I meet with you.

Not on the waves of the lake...
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Skord, skoro holod Zimiiiy
réshehu, pole posetit;
dgofiick v lachizhke dimndy
skord yarks zablesfit;

fie u¥izhu ya pfeléstndy

i kak chizhik f kiétke T%snJy,
bddu déma gofevat

i Natashu fsporhinat.

Vosstan, boyazliviy No. 9

Vosstafi, boyazliviy:
F peshchéfe tvoyéy
Sviataya lampada
Do ttra gofit. A...
Serdéchndy mélitvdy,
Prordk, udali
Pechalniye misli,
Lukaviye sni!

D6 ttra mdlitvu
Sthifénno tvoii;
Nebésnuyu kiifgu
D6 iitra chitay!

Stirekotinya-belobdka No. 10
Stfekottifiya-belsboka,

pdd kalitkdyu mdyéy
skachet pidstraya soroka

" i pror6chit mie gostéy.

Kd18kolchik fiebivaliy

u rmefifa zVefiit v ushah,
luch zaff sVerkayet aliy,
Sefebritsa sfiézhniy prah.
Ko15kolchiki zvefifat,
barabanchiki gremiat,

[A Tiudi-t5, Tidi,

oy, litishefiki Tiudf!]

A Tiudi-t5, Trudi

na tsiganSchku gliadiat.

A tsigandchka-tS pliashet,
v barabanchik grémkd byot,
oy, shifinéchkoy-t6 mashet,
zalivayetsa — poyot:

Ya peviifiya, ya pe¥itsa,
vOrdzhit ya mastefitsa.
Ve, fie zhaléy,

s mnoy yéhaf veseléy!

Soon, soon the cold of winter
shall visit the groves and fields;
in the smoky cabin the light
soon shall glimmer;

yet I shall not see the fair one,
and like a siskin in a tight cage,
I shall pine at home

and think of Natasha.

Arise, Timid One

Arise, timid one:

In your cave

The holy oil lamp
Burns until morning.
With heartfelt prayer,

O prophet, dispel
Sorrowful thoughts,
And evil dreams!

Until morning dawns
Humbly make your prayer;
Read the heavenly book
Until morning dawns!

Magpie Chatter

A white-flanked magpie chatters
‘neath my front gate,

jumping to and fro, the motley bird
foretells that I shall have guests.
An imaginary bell

rings in my ears,

the crimson ray of dawn glimmers,
and the silvery snow-dust glistens.
Sleigh-bells ring,

little drums beat,

[whilst the people,

my, oh, my,]

whilst the people

gaze at the gypsy girl.

The gypsy girl dances,

beating loudly on a drum,

ah, she waves her handkerchief,
laughs merrily and sings:

“I’'m a songstress, I’m a singer,
and a first-rate enchantress.

Take me with you, don’t regret it,
with me the trip will be more fun!”
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@& CHORAL MUSIC of RUSSIA =

Neo 2. — Komxeuymko
Kolechiishko A Little Ring
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&= CHORAL MUSIC of RUSSIA =
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Jerko, kanpuzuo, npuxorauso [Lightly, capriciously, temperamentally] J= 72 G. Sviridov
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Pyu za zdra-vi-ye Mé - H, mi-10y Mé-fi mo-yéy._ Ti-ho za-per ya dvé - i
ITero 3a sgpa-Bu-e Me-pu, Mu-nmod Mepu Mo-efr._ Tu -xo 3a-mep s ABe-pu
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IIsio 3a 3ppa-Bu-e¢ Me-pu, Mu-10M Mepu Mo-eil._ Tu -x0 3a-nep A ABE-pH
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B remne, ¢ gemxenmeM [A tempo, con moto]

—— T e

HO Henb-3% OBITH MH-JIEH,

B Temne, ¢ guxennem [A tempo, con moto]

HO HeJIb-34 ObITH MHU-JIEH,
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HO HENL-3% OBITL MH-JIEH, HO HENb-31 OLITHL MH-JIEH, HO HENL-31 OLITL MH-JIEH
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@& CHORAL MUSIC of RUSSIA =%
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The RUSSICA™ Transliteration System

(for Modern Russian)

The RUSSICA™ transliteration system has been designed specifically with singing in mind, since none of the
systems currently used to transliterate Russian succeed in accurately transmitting the sound of the language. Languages
widely familiar to singers — Latin, Italian, German, and English — have been used as points of departure. Equivalents
in the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) have been supplied wherever possible.

VOWELS
Russian vowels are pure, without diphthongs, as in Latin or Italian:
Russian Transliteration English Key Word IPA Symbol
a a father [a]
e, D e bet [e]
" i meet il
) o obey [0]
o (unstressed) 0 sofa [2]
y u food ful
bl b dip [+]

The vowels 10 and a1 following consonants are transliterated as /% and ia, respectively. In reality it is the conso-
nant preceding the vowel that is softened by the fleeting i [ j ] sound (see PALATALIZED CONSONANTS below). The
vowels e, 10, and « at the beginning of words or following another vowel are transliterated as ye, yu, and ya, respectively.
The letter y in transliteration always represents a semi-vowel, blended with a vowel, as in yet or toy; it never sounds
alone as in copy or cry.

CONSONANTS
Consonants are pronounced as in Latin or English, with the following restrictions and exceptions:
Russian Transliteration English Key Word IPA Symbol

or Explanation

r g get (9]

XK zh treasure (31

74 y always blended with a [j]
vowel as in yet, toy; never
sounds alone as in copy, cry

] r always rolled [r]

c set [s]

X h aspirated, as in German Bach; [x]
no exact English equivalent

I ts lets [ts]

q ch chop [tf1

I sh shop [J1

I shch fresh cheese Ut
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PALATALIZED (SOFT) CONSONANTS

Consonants followed by the vowels e, 10, or s are always softened (palatalized) by blending them with a
fleeting sound of y ([ j ]). Consonants are also softened when followed by the “soft sign” (). The symbol used to
designate soft consonants in transliteration is the tilde (~), which is similarly used in §panish: e.g., cafion. The follow-
ing examples illustrate the occurrence of soft consonant sounds in English:

Transliteration English Equivalent IPA Symbol
b abuse , [bi]
d bid you [d]
1 “million; Italian gli IR
m amuse [mi]
fi canyon [ni]
p pure [p']
§ merriest (British) [F]
f bit you (said rapidly) [t]
v review [VI]

The soft consonants § and Z do not have exact equivalents in English; the necessary sound can be obtained by blending
the fleeting y sound with the consonant.

APOSTROPHE OF SEPARATION

An apostrophe (°) between a consonant and a vowel indicates that the vowel should be articulated with a glottal
attack, instead of being linked to the consonant.

An apostrophe between two consonants such as s and /4, for example, indicates that the two sounds are to be
pronounced individually, not as the consonant combination sh.

A NOTE ABOUT MODERN RUSSIAN PRONUNCIATION

Although modern Russian is fundamentally a phonetic language, in some instances words are modified in pro-
nunciation relative to the way they are spelled, as the following points indicate:

1) The adjectival ending -ogo in masculine and neuter genitive and accusative singular is
i] g -08 g g
pronounced -ovo.

(2) The pronouns yego, tvoyego, moyego, etc., are pronounced yevo, tvoyevo, moyevo.
(3) The unstressed vowel o is pronounced as a schwa (9).

(4) The vowel ye with two dots above it is always pronounced yo; printed texts, however, do not
always include the two dots.

(5) The letter i following the consonant sounds s and zh is always pronounced as i

(6) The letter v before unvoiced consonants is pronounced f.

Texts rendered in the Russica™ transliteration system take all of these modifications into account.

A NOTE ABOUT ACCENTED VOWELS

To clarify the textual stresses accent marks have been placed over the appropriate vowels in the transliteration,
Unlike accent marks in some other languages (e. g., French), the marks in the Russica™ transliteration system do not
change the character of the vowel in any way: an accented “e,” for example, has exactly the same sound (shape, vocal
placement, etc.) as an unaccented “e.”
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