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(1874–1956)
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Iz morå smotrit ostrovok
The IsleIz móòâ smótòit õstrõvok

Iz móòâ smótòit õstrõvok,
yevó æeøónïye uklónï
ukráåil trav gustîì üenók,
fiálki, añemónï.
Nad ñim spøetáyutsa øistî,
võkrúg ñevó chuù pøéshchut vólnï.
Ðeòéüya grúsnï, kak ãechtî,
kak státui, àezmólvnï.
Zðeå yéøe dîshït üeùerók,
åûdá grõzá ñe dõøetáyet,
i àezãâùézhnïy õstrõvók
fåó dòémøet, zasïpáyet.

—RussiantranslationbyKonstantinBalmont

A little islet peeks out from the sea,
its verdant slopes
adorned by a wreath of thick grasses,
violets and anemones.
Above it weave leafy branches,
around it waves gently lap.
The trees are somber, like reveries,
silent like statues.
Here the breeze barely murmurs,
here thunderstorms never reach,
and the placid islet
forever slumbers and dozes.

—English translation by Vladimir Morosan

Copyright © 2015, by Musica Russica, Inc. All rights reserved.
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