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BLESS THE LORD, O MY SOUL

(INTRODUCTORY PSALM) _

After writing his freely-composed Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom (Opus 41), Peter lliich Chaikovsky turned his attention
to the unison chant-books of the Russian Orthodox Church as a source of material for his sacred works. The result was the
harmonized setting of the A/l-Night Vigil, Opus 52, subtitied “An Essay in the Harmonization of Church Hymns.”

Concerning his principles of harmonization Chaikovsky wrote in the Preface to the Vigil-* == stayed within the strict
boundaries of the so-called strict style, i.e., invariably avoided chromaticism and only in the
allowed the use of dissonance.” Chaikovsky also recognized the fact that most church
given meter; he was one of the first composers to introduce changing meter signatures inf chya
of Bless the Lord, O My Soul the original barring has been preserved, with minor adjustmefts 3 3

The present edition is based on the original Stavonic version publishgdn 1882 by P.\YurgepSop/of Moscow, he composer’s
dynamic and tempo markings have been preserved without change. Addifionabeditorial makkings agé encloseg/in rackets.

This extended setting of the Introductory Vesper Psalm gives the priest ample time to\gensethe eptire ganctuary, as is
prescribed. If necessary, however, the two final verses, “Glory. . .” and “Nowand & 3
by a straight recitative.

P. 1. CHAIKOVSKY (1840-1893)
from Op. 52
Harmonization of
Russian “Greek” Chant

Set in English and edited by
A. CARDENAS and V. MOROSAN
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WARNING! By making illegal copies of this piece of music, you are not only infringing upon
Federal copyright laws, but depriving the composer and editor of their lawful earnings.
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