
SERGEI RACHMANINOFF

SIX CHORAL SONGS
for treble voices, op. 15

(New edition with English text option)

—. ¬. –¿’Ã¿Õ»ÕŒ¬

	 ÿ≈—“‹ ’Œ–Œ¬
‰Îfl ÊÂÌÒÍÓ„Ó ıÓ‡, Óp. 15



�

Glory (A)
from a poem by Nikolai A. Nekrasov

(1821–1877*)

Glory! Long live the people in glory!
First are the people, first is their fate,
     first is their need for freedom and peace!
Our fathers battled enemies and defended
     the land that we might be free.
Now we go onward, one loving family,
     furthering freedom even as we are
     strengthening peace.
Glory! Long live the people in glory!
First are the people, first is their fate,
     first is their need for freedom and peace!
Glory, glory, glory!

Glory (B)

Glory, all praise the giver of freedom!
First are the people, first is their fate.
     Long may they dwell in freedom and light!
O righteous God, the people await your
     blessing upon their labor of love.
We pray for little, we ask but little:
     Only the skill and strength 
     to fulfill the work of our lives.
Glory, all praise the giver of freedom!
First are the people, first is their fate.
     Long may they dwell in freedom and light!
Glory, glory, glory!

flº†Œ§† (a)
Sº—§† ≈. a. ≈™∫€†œfi—§†

(1821–1877*)

flº†œ§† ƒ†€—œ®‚ ƒ†œÏ™¬‚, fiº†œ§†! 
©—œL¸ ƒ†€—œ®†, Ó†œfiT∏™ ∏™§—œ, 
	 M∂€ ∂ fi§O¢—œ®† ÷R™œ¨D™ ‰S™§—œ!
• ¢O∏†œÊ fi §€†¶†œM∂ M∂€ ∂ fi§O¢—œ®‚ 
	 ƒ†¬ O‡fi‡O∏†œL∂ ƒ†œÏÚ O‡ËÒ.
√Ú ‰S™ fi L˙¢—œV∏‚ ®€‚œ¨ƒO∏ S™M∏—œ∏‚, 
	 M∂€ ‚∫R™÷L¸œ∏†, 
	 D™œºO fi§O¢—œ®Ú ®V¥N™¬ ‰P™R‘®.
flº†œ§† ƒ†€—œ®‚ ƒ†œÏ™¬‚, fiº†œ§†!
©—œL¸ ƒ†€—œ®†, Ó†œfiT∏™ ∏™§—œ, 
	 M∂€ ∂ fi§O¢—œ®† ÷R™œ¨D™ ‰S™§—œ!
flº†œ§†, fiº†œ§†, fiº†œ§†!

flº†ŒFS¸ (£)

flº†œFS¸, ƒ†€—œ®‚ ®†œ‰ÏÚ∏ ›§—¢—œ®‚!
©—œL¸ ƒ†€—œ®†, Ó†œ›T∏™ ∏™§—œ, 
	 ›V™‡ ∂ ›§—¢—œ®† ÷R™œ¨D™ ‰S™§—œ!
£º†¶—›º—V¥ ¨™, ß—œ›÷—D∂ ÷€†œ§Ú∏, 
	 Ó†œ›T∏™¬ ∂ ›º†œ§—∏ D™œº— L˙¢V¥.
√Ú ¨™ N™¬ƒ—œ¶— ÷€—œS∂¬ ‚ £—œ¶†: 
	 Í™œ›ƒ—∏™ D™œº— D™œº†T ‚M™œº— 
	 ›¥ºÚ ƒ†¬ ®†∏!
flº†œFS¸, ƒ†€—œ®‚ ®†œ‰ÏÚ∏ ›§—¢—œ®‚!
©—œL¸ ƒ†€—œ®†, Ó†œ›T∏™ ∏™§—œ, 
	 ›V™‡ ∂ ›§—¢—œ®† ÷R™œ¨D™ ‰S™§—œ!
flº†œFS¸, fiº†œFS¸, fiº†œFS¸!

NOTES

	 Rachmaninoff composed the Six Choruses in 1895 for a chorus at the Maryinsky Girls’ School, where he was a teacher 
of music theory.
	 The present translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter was commissioned by Peter Davis, Director of Music, 
Oakham School, England.

	 There are two versions of  No. 1. According to Barrie Martyn (Rachmaninoff: Composer, Pianist, Conductor, Scolar 
Press, 1990, p. 116 fn), version 1a contains Nekrasov’s original text, which was altered by the Tsarist censors, but restored later 
in Soviet-era editions (see, e.g., S. Rakhmaninoff, Izbrannye khory [Select choruses], Moscow: Muzyka, 1968). Version 1b is 
the altered version, which Rachmaninoff had to use in order to have his work approved. In place of the democratic, populist 
sentiment of Nekrasov’s original poem, the altered text contains religious overtones and offers praise to Tsar Alexander II, the 
“giver of freedom,” who in 1861 abolished serfdom in Russia. 

	 *The date of poet Nikolai Nekrasov’s death is variously given as either 1877 or 1878 because he died on 28 December 1877, ac-
cording to the “old style”  Julian calendar, which is 8 January 1878, new style.
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4. 

2. ≈—ŒÍ∫†
Sº—§† •. N. Ω†®Ú¨™ƒfi∫—¶—

(1859–1932)

t¥ÊO ƒ—œÍ∫† T‘¬ƒO∫€Òº†∏†
	 ÷€OL™‡†œ∏™‡ ƒ†® Z™¬L‘∏,
¶D™œ−‡O L∏—œ‡fi† P™fiN ‚ƒÒº†∏†,
	 O¬€†Í—œƒƒ†∏† fiL™∞—œ∏.
◊€—Í fi∫OR™œ∏, ƒ†P™œ§ ‡Ofi∫‚œ∏‚Ó∂∏,
	 ƒ—œÍ∫† T‘¬ƒ†∏† ÷€O∏D‘‡,
∂, §Ofi∫R™œfiƒ‚§, D™N L∂∫‚œ∏‚Ó∂∏
	 L˙œD¸¬ Ó†œfiT∏™ ÷R∂N™S‘‡.
o‡®OÊN‘‡ Z™¬L¸œ ‚fi‡†œº†∏†, 
	 O∫Oº®—œ§†ƒƒ†∏† fiƒ—¬,
∂ ∞†¢L™œÓ™‡ ∞—œR∫† †œº†∏† 
	 § N™œB™ ∏†œfiƒO ¶Oº‚¢—œ¬.

Night
Poem by Vladimir Ladyzhensky

(1859–1932)

Softly night comes in on dusky wings,
   taking flight across the land,
and from somewhere drifts a dreary song,
   drifts a song made dark by a tear. 
Go away, you melancholy tune.
   Soon the night will fall away.
The triumphant resurrected day
   will bring happiness to all.
Meanwhile, weary dreamers are renewed
   in the mystery of sleep.
Crimson dawn will seep across the sky
   and dissolve itself in blue.

	

The Pine Tree
Poem by Mikhail Lermontov

(1814–1841)

The north wind is savage.
The mountain is barren.
Alone on the peak stands a pine.
It sways as it slumbers,
   as glittering snowflakes drift downward
   and clothe it in white.
It dreams in its sleep of a distant horizon,
a desert of sand dunes and sun,
where, high on a cliff,
   swaying slowly in sorrow,
a beautiful palm stands alone.

fl—fiƒ†Œ
Sº—§† √. y‚. Ω™€¬—ƒ‡—§†

(1814–1841)

≈† S™œV™R™ D¥∫O¬ 
fi‡O¥‡ OD∂ƒ—œ∫O
ƒ† ¶—œºO∏ V™€ÏÒN™ fiOfiƒ†œ,
∂ ®R™œ¬L™‡, ∫†Í†œ∏†S, 
∂ fiN™œ¶O¬ fiÚ÷‚œÍ∂¬
OD™œ‡†, ∫†∫ R¥∞O∏, Oƒ†œ. 
∑ fiN¥‡fi† ∏™∏ ‰S‘, 
Ï‡— ‰ ÷‚fi‡ÒN™ ®†L‘∫O∏,
‰ ‡—¬ ∫€†œ∏™, ¶®™ fi—œƒË† §OfiÊ—œ®,
O®ƒ†œ ∂ ¶€‚fiƒ†œ, ƒ† ‚T‘S™ ¶OR˙œÍ™¬
÷R™∫€†œfiƒ†∏† ÷†œL¬† €†fiT‘‡.

3. 

Now the Waves Are Drowsing
Poem by K. R. [Grand Duke Konstantin Romanov]

(1858–1915)

Now the waves are drowsing 
	 in the quiet night,
azure waters glimmer brightly 
     in the full moon light.

Silver moonbeams falling 
	 set the waves ablaze beneath. 
Like a moonbeam driving darkness from the ocean,
     joy makes light of grief.

±†®R™¬†ŒL∂ §—ŒºƒÚ
Sº—§† ª. ‹.

(1858–1915)

±†®R™¬†œL∂ §—œºƒÚ, 
	 ∏†œS™ƒ N™œ¢† fi§—œ®;
fiV™œT∂‡ M™œS¸Ë ÷—œºƒÚ∏ 
	 ƒ†® º†∞‚œR∏‚ §—®.

s™œR™¢R¥‡fi† ¬—œR™, 
	 ‡R™œP™‡ƒO ¶OR¥‡...
·†∫ ∂ €†œ®OfiT ¶—œR™
	 ∏†œ€∫O O∞†R¥‡.
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6. 

5. Captivity
Poem by Nikolai Tsyganov

(1797–1831)

“Little nightingale with your head beneath your wing,
why do you eat nothing and why do you not sing?”
 
“Ages ago I sang in spring in a wood beneath the stars.
Now I only hang my head in a cage with golden bars.
Should I sing?  My mate is alone and sighing for me?
Should I sing when my nestlings are calling and crying for me?”
 
“Through the open window behold the open sky.
Be happy, little nightingale. Spread your wings and fly!”

n™§—ŒL¸
Sº—§† ≈. ß. ÈÚ¶†ƒ—§†

(1797–1831)

“Ì‡— ‡Ú, fiOºOV™œ∏‚Ï∫O, ∫—œ€¬‚ N™ ∫L˙∏—œÏ?
v™œÏ†∏™Ï ¶Oº—œ§‚Ï∫‚, P™œS™ƒ N™ ÷O∏—œÏ?”

“p™œºOS¸ fiOº—œV∏‚Ï∫‚ § €—œÓ∂Ë™ V™fiƒ—œ∏,
V™œÏ†∏‚ ¶Oº—œ§‚Ï∫‚ ‰ ∫L™œ‡∫™ ∞OºO‡—œ∏!
◊O®€‚œÏ∫† ƒ† V™œ‡OÍ∫™ ‡‚œ¨Ú‡ O¢O ¬N™,
∂ fi‡—œƒ‚‡ M¥ºÚ D™œ‡OÍ∫∂, ®O P™œN∏† L∂ ¬N™?”

“–‡P™€‡O O∫—œÏ™Í∫O ∫ €—œÓ∂Ë™ ‡§O∏™œ∏,
¢‚D Ó†fiL¥§, ¬—∏ ∫€—œÏ™Í∫†, ‚L™‡†œ∏ fi∫OR™œ∏!”

°ƒ¶™º
Sº—§† √. y‚. Ω™€¬—ƒ‡—§†

(1814–1841)

◊O N™œ¢‚ ÷Oº‚œƒOÍ∂ †œƒ¶™º L™T™œº,
∂ T¥Ê‚∏‚ P™œfiN˙ —ƒ P™º;
∂ M™œS¸Ë, ∂ ∞V‘∞®Ú, ∂ ‡‚œÍ∂ ‡Oº÷—œ∏
§N∂¬†œL∂ ‡—∏ P™œfiN™ fiV¸‡—œ∏.

–ƒ P™º — ¢º†¨™œƒfi‡V™ B™∞¶R™œÏƒÚÊ ®‚Ê—œ§
÷O® ∫‚œÓ†M∂ €†œ∏fi∫∂Ê fi†®—œ§,
— £—œ¶™ V™L¥∫O¬ —ƒ P™º,
∂ Ê§†º†œ ∏™§—œ N™ ÷R∂‡§—œ€ƒ† ¢Úº†œ.

–ƒ ®‚œÏ‚ ¬º†®‚œ∏‚ § O¢∏†œT∂∏†Ê N‘fi
®L¸ M¥€† P™Í†œL∂ ∂ fiL‘∞.
∑ ∞§‚∫ ∏™§—œ P™œfiN∂ § ®‚Ï™œ ¬OºO®—œ∏
Ofi‡†œºS¸ B™∞ fiº—§, ƒ— ¨Ú§—œ∏.

∑ ®—œº¶O ƒ† fiV™T™ ‡OM¥º†S Oƒ†œ,
¨™º†œN∂∏™¬ Í‚œ®ƒÚ¬ ÷Oºƒ†œ;
∂ ∞§‚œ∫O§ N™B™œfi ∞†M™N¥T N™ ¬O¶L¥
∏™∏ fi∫‚œÍƒÚ∏™ P™œfiN∂ Z™¬L¥.

The Angel
Poem by Mikhail Lermontov

(1814–1841)

The heavenly song of an angel in flight
was quietly filling the night.
The clouds and the moon and the stars in a throng
were listening to him sing the song.
 
He sang of the sinless spirits in bliss
in gardens of paradise.
He sang of the greatness of God,
and his guileless praises pervaded the sky.
 
The angel embraced a young soul in his arms
to set in this harsh vale of tears.
The sound of the song lingered on in the soul,
remaining alive through the years.
    
Confined to the face of the wearisome world,
the soul ached with wondrous desire;
the sounds of the earth could never replace
a song of the heavenly choir.

English translations © 2008 by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter
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GlorySlava

™ 1a.* Slava

Sergei Rachmaninoff
Opus 15, No. 1

Text from a poem by Nikolai Nekrasov
English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter

*Sing either version 1a or 1b.
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*COMPOSER’S NOTE: From this point and to the end of the piece, the chorus hyms, and only two soloists sing the words.
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