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NOTES

Rachmaninoff composed the Six Choruses in 1895 for a chorus at the Maryinsky Girls’ School, where he was a teacher
of music theory.

The present translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter was commissioned by Peter Davis, Director of Music,
Oakham School, England.

There are two versions of No. 1. According to Barrie Martyn (Rachmaninoff: Composer, Pianist, Conductor, Scolar
Press, 1990, p. 116 fn), version la contains Nekrasov’s original text, which was altered by the Tsarist censors, but restored later
in Soviet-era editions (see, e.g., S. Rakhmaninoff, Izbrannye khory [Select choruses], Moscow: Muzyka, 1968). Version 1b is
the altered version, which Rachmaninoff had to use in order to have his work approved. In place of the democratic, populist
sentiment of Nekrasov’s original poem, the altered text contains religious overtones and offers praise to Tsar Alexander II, the
“giver of freedom,” who in 1861 abolished serfdom in Russia.

Slava (A)
Slova N. A. Nekrasova
(1821-1877%*)

Slava narédu nashemu, slava!
Délia naréda, shchastye yevo,
thir i svobéda piézhde fSevo!
V boyah s vragari mir i svobodu
nam Otstdyali nashi Ottsi.
Mi fSe s Tiub6¥yu drizhndy Semyodyu,
fhir ukfepliaya,
délo svobodi dvifiem fpefiod.
Slava narédu nashemu, slava!
Délia naréda, shchastye yevo,
thir i svobéda piézhde fSevo!
Slava, slava, slava!

Slafsia (B)

Slafsia, narédu dafshiy svobédu!
Délia naréda, shchastye yevo,
svet i svoboda piézhde f3evo!
Blagoslo¥i zhe, Géspodi praviy,
shchastyem i slavoy délo Trub¥i.
Mi zhe fiemnégo présim u Boga:
chésnoye délo délat umélo
sili nam day!
Slafsia, narédu dafshiy svobédu!
Délia naréda, shchastye yevo,
svet i svoboda piézhde f3evo!
Slafsra, slafsta, slafsral

*The date of poet Nikolai Nekrasov’s death is variously given as either 1877 or 1878 because he died on 28 December 1877, ac-

1.

Glory (A)
from a poem by Nikolai A. Nekrasov
(1821-1877%)

Glory! Long live the people in glory!

First are the people, first is their fate,
first is their need for freedom and peace!

Our fathers battled enemies and defended
the land that we might be free.

Now we go onward, one loving family,
furthering freedom even as we are
strengthening peace.

Glory! Long live the people in glory!

First are the people, first is their fate,
first is their need for freedom and peace!

Glory, glory, glory!

Glory (B)

Glory, all praise the giver of freedom!
First are the people, first is their fate.
Long may they dwell in freedom and light!
O righteous God, the people await your
blessing upon their labor of love.
We pray for little, we ask but little:
Only the skill and strength
to fulfill the work of our lives.
Glory, all praise the giver of freedom!
First are the people, first is their fate.
Long may they dwell in freedom and light!
Glory, glory, glory!

cording to the “old style” Julian calendar, which is 8 January 1878, new style.



Nochka
Slova V. N. Ladizhenskogo
(1859-1932)

Tiho néchka fismnokrilaya
proletayet nad Zemlidy,

gdé-to Tyotsa pesii unilaya,
omrachénnaya slezdy.

Proch skoféy, napév toskiyushchiy,
néchka fiomnaya proydict,

i, voskiésnuv, deii Tikiyushchiy
Tiidiam shchéstye pfifiesiot.

étdéhﬁfét Zemlia ustélaya,
okoldovannaya snom,

i zabléshchet z6tka alaya
v fiébe yasno golubom.

Sosna
Slova M. Yu. Lermontova
(1814-1841)

Na §évefe dikom

stoit 0dinoko

na goldy Vershiiie sosna,

i diémlet, kachayas,

i sfiégdm siptichim

odéta, kak izdy, Ona.

I siiitsa yey fSio0,

shto f pustifie dalickoy,

f tom kraye, gde sontsa voshdd,
0dna i grusna, na uficSe goriichem
piekrasnaya palma rasfiot.

Zadremali volni
Slova K. R.
(1858-1915)

Zadtemali volni,
yaSen fiéba svod;

sVEétit mésiats polniy
nad lazifyu vod.

Séfebiitsa mofe,
tfépetnod gorit...

Tak i radost gore
yarko Ozafit.

Night
Poem by Vladimir Ladyzhensky
(1859-1932)

Softly night comes in on dusky wings,
taking flight across the land,

and from somewhere drifts a dreary song,
drifts a song made dark by a tear.

Go away, you melancholy tune.
Soon the night will fall away.

The triumphant resurrected day
will bring happiness to all.

Meanwhile, weary dreamers are renewed
in the mystery of sleep.

Crimson dawn will seep across the sky
and dissolve itself in blue.

The Pine Tree
Poem by Mikhail Lermontov
(1814-1841)

The north wind is savage.
The mountain is barren.
Alone on the peak stands a pine.
It sways as it slumbers,
as glittering snowflakes drift downward
and clothe it in white.
It dreams in its sleep of a distant horizon,
a desert of sand dunes and sun,
where, high on a cliff,
swaying slowly in sorrow,
a beautiful palm stands alone.

Now the Waves Are Drowsing
Poem by K. R. [Grand Duke Konstantin Romanov]
(1858-1915)

Now the waves are drowsing
in the quiet night,
azure waters glimmer brightly
in the full moon light.

Silver moonbeams falling
set the waves ablaze beneath.
Like a moonbeam driving darkness from the ocean,
joy makes light of grief.



Nevélia
Slova N. G. Tsiganova
(1797-1831)

“Shto ti, s616véyushko, kérmu fie kituyésh?
Véshayesh golovushku, pésen fie poydsh?”

“Pél53ia s6l6vyushku v roshchitse Vesnoy,
Véshayu golévushku f klétke zol5toy!
Podrashka na Vétochke tizhit 0bo miie,

i sténut raili détochki, do pédiya Ti mie?”

“Otperto 0koshechko k roshchitse tvoyéy,
bud shchasliv, moy kréshechka, uletay skoiéy!”

Angel
Slova M. Yu. Lermontova
(1814-1841)

P6 fiébu polindchi angel Tefél,

i tihuyu pésiitu on pel;

i Méstats, i Zvidzdi, i tichi tSlpéy
viiimali toy pésiie sviatdy.

On pel o blazhénstve bezgiéshnih duh6v
pod kashchami rayskih sadov,

o Bége velikom on pel,

i hvala yev¢ fie pfitvorna bila.

On dishu mladiyu v obyatiyah fiios
dlia mira pechli i slioz.

I zvuk yevo pésiti v dushé molodoy
ostalsia bez slov, no zhivéy.

I d6lgo na svete tomilas ona,
zhelafiiyem chidnim polné;

i zvikov fiebés zameiiit fie mogli
yey skichniye pésiii Zemli.

Captivity
Poem by Nikolai Tsyganov
(1797-1831)

“Little nightingale with your head beneath your wing,
why do you eat nothing and why do you not sing?”

“Ages ago I sang in spring in a wood beneath the stars.

Now I only hang my head in a cage with golden bars.

Should I sing? My mate is alone and sighing for me?

Should I sing when my nestlings are calling and crying for me?”

“Through the open window behold the open sky.
Be happy, little nightingale. Spread your wings and fly!”

6. The Angel

Poem by Mikhail Lermontov
(1814-1841)

The heavenly song of an angel in flight

was quietly filling the night.

The clouds and the moon and the stars in a throng
were listening to him sing the song.

He sang of the sinless spirits in bliss

in gardens of paradise.

He sang of the greatness of God,

and his guileless praises pervaded the sky.

The angel embraced a young soul in his arms
to set in this harsh vale of tears.

The sound of the song lingered on in the soul,
remaining alive through the years.

Confined to the face of the wearisome world,
the soul ached with wondrous desire;

the sounds of the earth could never replace

a song of the heavenly choir.

English translations © 2008 by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter
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Slava

No 1a.* CnaBa

Glory

Text from a poem by Nikolai Nekrasov

English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter

Sergei Rachmaninoff

Opus 15, No. 1
Moderato.
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No 1b.* CinaBbcs
Slafsia Glory

Text from a poem by Nikolai Nekrasov Sergei Rachmaninoff
English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter Opus 15, No. 1
Moderato.
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Slaf - 3ia, na - 16 - du daf - shiy svo - bd - du! D6 - lia na-r16 - da,
CnaBb- ¢, Ha - po - Ay MAaB - wmii cBO - 00 - Aay! Ho - 19 Ha-po - na,
Glo - ry, all  praise the giv - er of free-dom! First are the peo - ple,
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Glo - ry, all  praise the giv - er of free-dom! First are the
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first is their fate. Long may they dwell in free - dom and light!
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G6 - spo-di pra - viy, shcha-styem i sla-voy dé-lo lwub - ¥i
To - cmo-nu mpa- Bhlii, cua - CTbEM U CJia - BOH e - JIO JIF0O - BU.
peo - ple a-wait your  bless - ing up-on their la-bor of love.
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Mi  zhe fie - mnd - go préo - §im u B6 - ga: ché - sno-ye dé - lo
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No 2. Houka

Night

Nochka

Poem by Vladimir Ladyzhensky

Sergei Rachmaninoff
Opus 15, No. 2 (1895)

English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter

Lento assai.

L) I
i’” L
1 1
A
e X jea ]
~t
I I ﬁ I
T lea ||
he _#\1
A
1 | ﬁ >
» | o]
2 - N
T oWl ®
[appvl (2 Ru ) ; oY
LN LN Llen
NG NG -
\ {
—_—1 — N
o)
5 2
a ) 3
) = [a®
%54 <

11 1 ! 1 L]
ﬁ — < S i < S e
Ll e N —~ = -~ N = = -~ " hw
ﬁ [ ] J ! 1 ' ' ﬁ
L] ]
—a "
N TR R
3 L
N M ESS ~ s
i S S
e 2 S = & 2 Q8
- el o & m S s m S
o \
E = 1 1 1 1
[TTN ,Am EMV = T Nm "W =
= B = E
[ m (T e a
|| | T T
B o
L)
L ) el “1
i | L L X || 2 >
N S S 8 S S . i)
, It S
R T f
-
=
| [ [
e e »
. < 5 = < x5 =
ﬁ S TN 8ox 1N 89 Mo N~ ~
[Tree = TTMR g ER S ES
~ ~ e 222 e ”m_ g P ~
g Lo Lo
| Y~ =) ) -2
Q N ) NEs <4 ~y
i i " Q, EES g HES
L) W W
I N 'y
£
. 3
~y L ~ ~ SN BB
N KN MEN N KN 0N Len|
™ B ™ » olo
N Aunm\\d < NOe //7Mun o N ~ 9
R e — |
/\/\/\ /\(/\

Ra 6Ch-2

13



14

I

|4

1y

Iy

A\SVJ

11
— 0

0y,

zem -

yet nad

le - ta

v

pro -

st
S S
RS
.

VL
32
3t
58
=8

.
5
.
=
g%
=,
.

[<Y)
=S
! 1
Q
£8

&
ﬂ.m

=

Y

0y,

Zem-1

nad

ta - yet
Ta - er
flight

A

le

mpo - Je

pro

Hajg 3eM - JIEM,
a - cross the land,

tak - ing

e

~

14
— 0

I [
dim.

’_

ya,

la
na

u
y
a

pesii

sa
cst
where

lyot

to
TO

and  from

gdé
e

IBET

HEBI
drear

TIeCHb
drifts

song,

y

some

ya,

la
na

pesii

sa
cst
where

gdé
e

IBET

HEBI
drear

y
a

TIeCHb
drifts

TO

and  from

song,

y

some

nf

Y

g




- N ~ ° — P —
o — i £ — . ™ E I ———
[ (an WA [ [ [ [ [ [ ] [ [ [ [ [ [
A\SVJ [ ! [ [ [ | | [ [ | [ [ [ [
') [ [ [ ‘N [ !
_ 0 - mra - chon - na - ya sle - 70y.
_ 0 - Mpa - yéH - Ha - 4 cie - 301.
_ drifts a song made dark by a tear.
A ——— —_ —
AL — i i — : : — \ : — \ i |
[ (an Wd | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
P [ P | | [ | | | [ P [ P ]
~o - - e - o o & [ o LA
— 0 - mra - chon - na - ya sle - 70y.
_ 0 - Mpa - yéH - HA - A cie - 3011.
— drifts a song made dark— by a tear.

Proch sko-féy, na-pév to - sk - yu - shchiy,
IIpouyb cKO-pew, Ha-IIEB TO - CKYy - IO - IIUH,
Go a - way, you mel-an - chol - 'y tune.

nf

noch - ka fidm - na - ya proy -
HOY - K& TEM - HA - sI TPOW -

Soon the night will fall a -

S\

M

M

Proch sko-7éy, na-pév t0 - ski - yu - shchiy,

néch - ka Tiom - na - ya proy -

IIpousr cxo-peir, Ha-TIEeB TO - CKy - 0 - IINH, HOY - K& TEM - Ha - ST TIPOM -
Go a - way, you mel-an - chol - y  tune Soon the night will fall a -
Animato.
B b1 [ [ I I I

$

s
P

e el

dim mf Vi
— e e | | |
L o e — " ‘ |
= | | s . :
e s 2
—
/2% cresc. ‘ N /A _ _

i — 2 _—— 1 NN e . 2 |
o < F———— = | | *
diét, i, vos - Kkifés - nuv, dei T - ka - yu - shchiy
IET, U, BOC - Kpec - HYB, OeHb JIH - KY - 0 - IIud
way. The i - um - phant res - ur - rect - ed day

A ‘ cresc Jf | -
IV | N \ \ [ [ A Ny [ | ]
=T 2 — | N . . |
“\ij ' < R S| [ " — | | |
dist, i, vOs - Kkiés - nuv, dei Ti - ki - yu - shchiy
nET, U, BOC - Kpec - HYB, OeHb U - KY - 0 - IIun
way. The tri - um - phant res - ur - rect - ed day
29 _ B _ - - - _ =
e — | | ‘ | [ —— | ‘
: | 8 s
cresc. -
. #J #J #J 1 — > >
| P [ @ @
== . | 2 i —t .
ks = ke I I— \ 4 \
= =

15



16

2 2 1 - 1
< < | |
N . .
It - diam shchas - tye pfi - fie - Siot
IO - OIM  cYa - CTbe TMpu - He -  CET.
will ~ bring hap - pi - ness to all.
cresc.
[a) \ N \ A |
)V N N N A A N | N N I ]
g b ] [ ] Iy IAY [/ I y 2 y 2 | - |
(@ vV >, 7 5 > 7 7 .\ ] [ J r J ‘A \A } }
™ e B -
Iti - diam shchas - tye pfi - fie - Siot
IO - OsIM  cYa - CTbe TIpu - He -  CET.
will ~ bring hap - pi - ness to

32 _1

Q | | #\ ﬁ\ i
0y L4 L4 L4 i L >

cresc.

= = = 7 .
9 = P'—#J
%5 Tempo I°.
_ A rpp

Y I I I I
y_ AT 2 | | | |
HD—<——> o -

) Ny i} . N < ]

Ot - doh - ot Zem - Ira u - sta - la - ya,
Or - IOX - HET 3eM - s y - cra - Jjga - 4,
Mean -  while, wea - ry dream - ers are re - newed

N prpp

Y I I I I I | A A 1Ny 1Ny I ]
. — = | — |
HD——<—— ® ) [ ) @ ® ® ® ® 1
™ e 3 -

Ot - doh - ot Zem - lia u - sta - la - vya,
Or - IOX - HET 3eM - s y - cra - Jma - 4,
Mean - while, wea - ry dream - ers are re - newed—

) |

o e s —— L ———
4—&? 3 s ! 4
o \ ) | | ' /_J\
— —_ 1 _
bﬁ - & - - &
S Da— i y 3 N ® | | o |
p—< : < 7 : : | :
@ U S
Z '
38
— 0 | \<\

)V | | | [ I~ ]
e I E— 1 —S——— - |
A\SVJ ) I ] ] | 1 1
) B } 4 4 |4 4 ‘ ‘

_ 0 - kol - dé - van - na - ya snom,
_ 0O - KOI - IO - BaH - Ha - s CHOM,
_ in the mys - ter -y of sleep.
_ I —

) A I\ A A |
P — | | | N |
62— - o - e o [ tﬁi‘
)

0 - kol - d6 - van - na - ya snom,
o) - KOIT - IO - BaH - HA - S CHOM,
in the mys - ter -y of sleep.
— — — — — —
38 ﬁq ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ ﬁ — — o

i 6 | o 4 0 6 4 06 & 4 & |

| e " f : | |

—_ e - e — — _

e . ¢ e - f . .. bt ¢

S o m— jod I i jod i I i jod i I
P— 1 : — : — :




17

dim.

la-ya

4

41

son

Crim
mf

dim.

Ll

blé
oie
dawn

a

ka

30Pb - Ka

z0F -

shchet

IIeT

za
3a
son

la-ya
na - s

the sky

Cross

a

seep

will

. @
g

' e
218 4

P

v

4

Y

s

— N

dim.

mf

A
g0 -

lu - bém.
ro - Jay

self

no

GoM.

HO

blue.

mf |

(o~

in

dim.

IN
‘\/ [/

20 -

bom.

Iu
ro - Iy
mn

yas - no
HO
it self

sIC
solve

~ 2

v ne

ooM
blue.

B 1€
and

44

L

g

-~

dim.

A\ N

~

W
|4

(dim.

5

=
—

s

=
S

o
7
1

o
o/
I

:

=
—

]
o
I

=&
==

o
o/
!




- 2 2 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 .0 0 00 0000 0000
No 3. CocHa

’ .
Sosna The Pine Tree
Poem by Mikhail Lermontov Sergei Rachmaninoff
English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter Opus 15, No. 3 (1895)
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English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter
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_ P . s
Nevolia Captivity
Poem by Nikolai Tsiganov Sergei Rachmaninoff
English translation by Mark Herman and Ronnie Apter Opus 15, No. 5 (1895)
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Opus 15
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